
 

 

PRINCIPLE VI 

LOVE IN ACTION 

Families of Parishes will be communities of charity and justice, serving those most in 
need and working to change systems that oppress and marginalize. 

VISION POINTS 

• Human Dignity: The Families of Parishes seek ways to recognize the human 
dignity of each person, who is created in the “image of God.” (Second Vatican 
Council, Gaudium et Spes, 12-32) This demands special attention to the poor 
and vulnerable, including the unborn and their parents; the stranger; persons 
who are elderly, sick, poor, imprisoned, and marginalized; persons with 
disabilities; and persons of all ethnicities and cultures. This also entails urgently 
protecting the integrity of Creation, which has its own intrinsic value and is 
humanity’s common home. (Pope Francis, Ladauto Si’, 139) 

• Formation: Families of Parishes educate and form parishioners, staff, and clergy 
– utilizing the rich history of Catholic Social Teaching and Scripture – on what it 
means to be a community of “salt and light” in today’s world. (Mt 5:13-16) The 
Families are nurtured through liturgy and formation to grow as a people who 
model mercy, grace, and forgiveness and who accompany the marginalized on 
their journeys toward empowerment. 

• Belonging: The Family of Parishes actively facilitates the inclusion, affirmation, 
and meaningful participation of all Catholics in the community of faith. 

• Charity & Justice: Families of Parishes exercise the ministries of charity and 
justice, which flow necessarily from our sacramental life and radiate as an 
indispensable expression of the Church’s very being. (Pope Benedict XVI, Deus 



Caritas Est, 25) Significant numbers of parishioners engage in activities of both 
direct service to the vulnerable and public advocacy to protect all human life and 
dignity from conception to natural death. 

• Presence and Solidarity: Families of Parishes inspire all community members 
to go beyond regular Mass-goers and their buildings to be the light of Christ and 
to encounter Christ in all, both locally and across the globe. Parishioners practice 
a firm and preserving determination to commit themselves to the common good, 
recognizing that “we are all really responsible for all.” (Pope St. John Paul 
II, Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, 38) 

PARAMETERS 

P 19 Every Family of Parishes must offer support to their communities through the 
spiritual and corporal works of mercy and promote a culture of life, charity, and justice. 

P 20 Every Family of Parishes will incorporate principles of Catholic Social Teaching 
into faith formation efforts for youth and adults. 

P 21 Every Family of Parishes will promote intercultural competence and facilitate the 
participation of all people in the life of the Church. 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

 

1. Our human dignity flows from our being “created in the image and likeness of God.” 

What does it mean to be created in this manner? How should this affect our 

relationships with others? 

 

2. There are many ways of being poor; financially, socially, spiritually, …etc. Who are 

the poor in your community? Does your parish meet these community needs through 

any outreach or evangelization organizations or ministries? If so, which ones and 

how effective are they? What are some concrete ways in which you can begin to 

help the poor among us today? 

 

3.  What do you know about the Catholic Social Teaching of the Church? Have you 

ever studied it? How might a better understanding help us as a Family of Parishes 

evangelize our communities? 

 

4. Every person wants to belong to a loving and supportive community. Do you think 

that this is possible through just one hour at Mass on Sunday? How might we form a 

tighter and more social community in our Family of Parishes? How might this both 

strengthen our faith and embolden our social outreach? 


